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MINUTES 

MOORE COUNTY PLANNING BOARD 

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2022, 6:00 PM 

MOORE COUNTY HISTORIC COURTHOUSE – 2nd FLOOR 

 

Board Members Present: 

 

Joe Garrison (Chairman), Bobby Hyman (Vice chair), Tucker McKenzie, 

Jeffrey Gilbert, Amy Lynn, Farrah Newman, John McLaughlin, Mick McCue, David McLean 

 

Board Members Absent: 

 

None 

 

Staff Present: 

 

Debra Ensminger, Planning Director; Stephanie Cormack, Admin Officer; Jaimie Walters, 

Senior Planner; Ruth Pedersen, Senior Planner; Tron Ross, Associate County Attorney 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Joe Garrison called the meeting to order at 8:00 pm.  

 

INVOCATION 

 

Chairman Joe Garrison offered the invocation. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Chairman Joe Garrison led in citing of the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Chairman Joe Garrison read the Moore County Mission Statement. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD 

 

Jonathan Haley-1034 Shaw Rd., Carthage; Mr. Haley is concerned about how Moore County 

will look in the future. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE CONSENT AGENDA 

 

A. Approval of Meeting Agenda 
B. Approval of Minutes of August 4, 2022, Regular Meeting 

C. Approval of Minutes of September 15, 2022, Special Meeting 

D. Consideration of Abstentions  
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Board Member Tucker McKenzie made a motion for approval of the consent agenda and 

approval of the minutes of August 4, 2022, and September 15, 2022, meeting. Vice Chair Bobby 

Hyman seconded the motion and the motion passed unanimously 9-0. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING   

 

Public Hearing #1 – Moore County Planning Staff is requesting to amend and restructure the Moore 

County Unified Development Ordinance – Debra Ensminger 

 

Planning Director Debra Ensminger presented a request by Moore County staff to amend and 

restructure the Moore County Unified Development Ordinance. 

 

Ms. Ensminger went over the item within the packet regarding amending the Moore County 

Unified Development Ordinance.  Ms. Ensminger confirmed to the board that Moore County is 

currently following the law as per NCGS 160D even though it is not clearly outlined in the 

current ordinance, and the need to update the ordinance is to provide clear guidance to the 

citizens and developers of Moore County. 

 

Ms. Ensminger mentioned there are a few areas that have been amended that are not related to 

160D which are outlined within the agenda packet and were provided to the board at the last 

work session on September 15, 2022. 

 

With no further questions from the board, Chairman Garrison opened the Public Hearing. 

 

Chairman Garrison reiterated the board could not contest items related to NCGS 160D as it is 

law. 

 

Chairman Garrison asked for clarification on the modifications to section listed under appeals 

and who appeals would be heard by. 

 

Ms. Ensminger explained appeals would be heard by the Board of Adjustment and not heard 

before the Superior court as per Exhibit A. 

 

Chairman Garrison also mentioned there appeared to be a discrepancy regarding time frame of 

preliminary plat approval. 

 

Ms. Ensminger mentioned depending on the type of plat some may take longer than others to 

review. 

 

Chairman Garrison asked for further clarification on the Subdivision Review Board and the final 

approval process for new subdivisions. 

 

Ms. Ensminger explained the Board of County Commissioners approve major subdivisions and 

this section was updated to reflect that approval process.  At one time the Subdivision Review 

Board did have this authority and the ordinance was not updated to reflect the process. 
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The following signed up to speak during the Public Hearing. 

 

• Nick LaSalla-975 Cranes Creek Rd. Cameron; agrees with the updates as they pertain to 

the law, however, has concerns about the amendments not associated with the law and 

feels the general public has not had enough time to review these changes.  Exhibit B 

provided for the record. 

 

With no further discussion or public comment Chairman Garrison closed the Public Hearing. 

 

Chairman Garrison inquired how the public would know what zoning jurisdiction they are 

located in. 

 

Ms. Ensminger explained the ordinance only pertains to those properties located within the 

unincorporated areas of Moore County and the public can always contact our office to inquire 

about their zoning jurisdiction.  Each municipality has their own ordinance, and most 

municipalities have an Extra Territorial Jurisdiction that falls under the municipality zoning 

guidelines. 

 

Board member McKenzie inquired about the back history behind who is the final approval board 

for new subdivisions. 

 

Ms. Ensminger explained the Board of County Commissioners, as elected officials made the 

decision several years back so staff would not be the one to receive pushback if there was any.  

Previously the Planning Board was part of this process as an advisory board only.  The current 

process must go through a Quasi-Judicial process. 

 

Ms. Ensminger also explained the staff recommend amendments are to provide more clarity to 

the developer and the requirements that are applicable. 

 

Board member McCue feels the citizens of Moore County should have ample time to review the 

changes as presented. 

 

Ms. Ensminger informed the board there will be a work session on Wednesday, October 12th, 

2022, for the Board of County Commissioners that is open to the public.  

 

With no further comments Chairman Garrison made a motion to adopt the attached Moore 

County Planning Board Land Use Plan Consistency Statement for approval and authorize the 

Chairman to execute the document as required by North Carolina General Statute 160D-604.  

The motion was seconded by Board Member Tucker McKenzie; the motion passed unanimously 

9-0.  

 

Chairman Garrison made a motion to recommend approval to the Moore County Board of 

Commissioners of the proposed text amendments to the Moore County Unified Development 

Ordinance; The motion was seconded by Board Member David McLean; the motion passed 

unanimously 9-0. 
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT REPORTS 

 

Ms. Ensminger reminded the board of the upcoming Board of Commissioners work session and 

thanked the board for being flexible on the meeting time change. 

 

BOARD COMMENT PERIOD 

 

Chairman Garrison thanked the staff for all their work and thanked the public for attending the 

meeting. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

With no further comments Vice Chair Bobby Hyman made a motion to adjourn the October 6, 

2022, regular meeting. The motion was seconded by Board Member John McLaughlin; meeting 

adjourned at 9:06 p.m., the motion passed unanimously 9-0.  

 

Respectfully submitted by, 

 

Stephanie Cormack 




